- Rejected 
“When The World 
Comes Down” 
from the All-Ameri- 
can Rejects. 


“magazine 


EDITORIAL 


EDITOR IN CHIEF 
Jessica lavazzi 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Dale Johnson 


ART DIRECTOR 
Andy Franks 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
Lauren Darmody 


ONLINE EDITOR 
Jessi Hecht 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Tiffany Rider 
Rosaura Figueroa 


PHONE: (562) 985-7984 
FAX: (662) 985-5053 
digmageditor@gmail.com 


1250 Bellflower Blvd. 
SSPA 030 
Long Beach, CA 90840-4601 


PRODUCTION 


ADVERTISING 
Beverly Munson 


PHONE: (662) 985-5736 
FAX: (562) 985-1750 


1250 Bellflower Blvd. 
SSPA 010B 
Long Beach, CA 90840-4601 


Cover: Bryan Walton 
Sports: Long Beach State Media 
All American Rejects: Courtesy of Interscope Records 
Christmas Parade: Belmon Ss 
The Almost: Meeno, Cou Nail Records 
Kensrue: Courtesy of Vagrant Records 


© Dig & 49er Publications Board 2008. 
Dig Magazine is a publication of Dig & 49er 
Publications Board. Signed letters or 
e-mails are welcomed, appreciated and 
must include authors’ name. 


BY JESSICA IAVAZZ| 


A book 
Called 
Opportunity 


love the holiday season. Just after filling up on turkey, we can bring out 
the holiday decorations and hear our yearly dose of Christmas tunes until 
we are sick of them. Then comes New Year's Eve when you can kiss the 
_ previous year goodbye at midnight and get an exciting fresh start with 
- new possibilities at 12:01 a.m. To celebrate this merry time of year, this is- 
sue of DIG looked at holiday happenings in Long Beach and entertainment. 

We have a preview of the 26th Annual Belmont Shore Christmas Parade, a 
story on the one-year grand reopening of Belmont Shore hotspot Legends anda 
double feature on two amazingly talented musicians and their new Christmas 
albums. We asked students what their New Year's resolutions are and gave you 
some options for New Year's Eve in other parts of the country. Straying from 
the holidays, DIG also talked to the Women’s Basketball coach about their cur- 
rent season, interviewed the guitarist from the popular band, The All-American 
Rejects about their upcoming CD, and brought up two important campus is- 
sues — lowering the legal drinking age and replacing Beachboard. DIG Mag On- 
line is also loaded with many online exclusives and don’t forget to check back 
throughout winter break for continuous updates. 

Happy Holidays to everyone and I hope that you all enjoy winter break with 
your friends and family (that’s my cousin in the picture with me who | always 
look forward to seeing this time of year since she lives across the country)! Good 
luck on finals, have a safe winter break and we will see you all next year. In the 
words of Edith Lovejoy Pierce, “We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We 
are going to put words on them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity and 
its first chapter is New Year's Day.” 


Help the DIG legend live on! 


Get Involved! Visit our office or website! 
SSPA 030 or digmagonline.com 


Opinion 
See what fellow students are looking to 
change with their New Year’s Resolutions. 


Music 
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Music 
The All-American Rejects are out with a new 
album “When The World Comes Down.” 
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lowering the national drinking age. 


In-Depth 
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Prepare yourself 

for “When the World 
Comes Down” on 
December 16. The 
All-American Rejects 
are back in action. 
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Opinion 


W Laura Johnson 


What's your oe 
New Year’s Resolution? 


By Tiffany Rider 


VY 's I'm going to be 
vysitting my four nieces and — 
so my plan is basically for. 


ea y < Michelle Vyviecka 
, Senior Liberal 
Studies major 


Charles Torres > 
“My new year’s Freshman Criminal 


resolution is to AVESULET 
finish my 

master’s thesis 

on time. That's 

going to be a 

tough one. The 

latest | can turn 

it in is March, so 

I'm hoping.” 


“| don’t really 
believe in them. 
Sometimes ||| 
make them but | 
never follow them 
a 8 anyway, so | don’t 
v really take the 


if 


Sel time to make 
GUITAR HERD them that often. 


David “Big D” Vo 
Senior Criminal 
Justice major 


Tony Love 
Junior Computer 
: — Science major 
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< Kyle Vincent 
Sophomore Chemical 
Engineering major 


x : vy Angela Zheng 
NU Brooke Villamar Sophomore 
Senior Psychology International Business 


major 


“lm going 
— totrytoquit 
smoking... — 
again.” 


Charlie Gugliotta 


Senior English Maria De Guzman 
Education major = Junior Nursing Da rNAL 
major fe 
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Dustin Kensrue 


etween releasing two albums within the past year-and- 
a-half and consistently touring across the world with 
his main gig as Thrice’s lead vocalist/ guitarist, Orange 
County native Dustin Kensrue somehow found time to 
get into the holiday spirit and give back to his fans once 
again in the form of a Christmas record. 

“Thad always wanted to do a Christmas record. I really love Christ- 
mas music and even before I did “Please Come Home,” I knew I want- 
ed to do one at some point,” Kensrue said while on the road in San 
Jose, Calif. with Thrice. 

“This Good Night Is Still Everywhere” will mark Kensrue’s second 
plunge into the folk/ acoustic arena; the first being his 2007 solo de- 
but “Please Come Home.” With his solo work, Kensrue puts a simple, 
but still intricate and engrossing spin on acoustic rock, using blues 
and old school rock-n-roll infused riffs accented by subtle drums, har- 
monicas and organs to create a sound that is as honest as it is sooth- 
ing. 

“Most of the stuff that I write for my solo records is just me sitting 
down with a guitar and singing some melodies,” Kensrue said. “I just 
like to keep the songs really stripped down and not clutter them up 
too much.” 

Though Kensrue had difficulty pin-pointing his exact inspirations 
for his solo work, he cited singer/songwriters Josh Ritter and Ryan Ad- 
ams as huge influences on this work. 

Many of the songs on Kensrue’s solo debut were tracks that had 
not worked within the context of Thrice, and this transition led to an 
adaptation of the lyrics to fit the more simplified sound of his acoustic 
work, something Kensrue felt is an important aspect of his solo mu- 
sic. 


“Idon't necessarily deal with different ideas when writing my solo 
music, but the way that I present the ideas is different than the stuff I 
do with Thrice,” Kensrue said. “A lot of the songs on the solo record are 
very simple in their structure, and I feel like you need to structure the 
lyrics to feel like they fit naturally with the songs, which is something 
that I didn’t necessarily do in the beginning of the band.” 

“This Good Night Is Still Everywhere” was pieced together during 
Thrice’s fall tour with Rise Against with the help of Thrice lead guitar- 


tin the holiday spirit with these new alk 


By Dale Johnso 


This Good Night Is Still Everywhere 


ist Teppei Teranishi aiding in the recording and mixing of the record. 
Kensrue added the finishing touches to the record by recording guitar 
and vocals at a hotel during the tour as well. 

The album is comprised of 10 Christmas tracks, including eight cov- 
ers and two originals that Kensrue wrote specifically for “Night.” The 
covers span classics such as “Christmas (Baby Please Come Home)” 
and “O Holy Night” to re-worked songs such as a new version of The 
Pogues’ “Fairytale of New York.” 

“I tried to work on choosing the songs a couple of months before- 
hand, just trying to narrow down the songs that I wanted to do, and 
what would work with the vibe that I was going for, and I tried to bal- 
ance the record with two originals,” Kensrue said. “And also a balance 
between more secular pop songs and religious songs because I really 
like both aspects of Christmas. I think some people try and polarize it 
one way or the other and I don’t think you have to do that.” 

Some of the most enjoyable moments for Kensrue came from 
working on the classic, simple tracks. 

“Some of the poppier, classic ones like ‘Blue Christmas’ were really 
fun,” Kensrue said. “That one just has a good vibe to it and when I was 
figuring out stuff about which songs to use and what the vibe of the 
record would be the song came together really well.” 

Kensrue’s upbeat take on “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” offers a 
different approach on the song, and his soulful and simplistic work 
on “Christmas Blues” has Kensrue working the blues - harmonica in 
tow - like only a gifted musician like himself can pull off. 

The two originals Kensrue wrote for the album - the title track and 
“This Is War” - are the most fully realized songs, featuring beautiful, 
multi-layered guitars and powerful vocals by Kensrue. In particular, 
“This Is War,” accompanied by well-delivered drum and dominated 
by powerful vocals by Kensrue, offers the most unique take on Christ- 
mas music to be found on the album and is a great way to close the 
disc. 

With this Christmas album wrapped up and his tour with Thrice 
coming to a close, the always busy Kensrue will finally have time to 
relax during the holidays. 

“For Christmas and the holidays I'll just hanging out the with fam- 
ily. Being home is definitely going to be good,” Kensrue said. 


THE ALMOST 
No Gift To Bring 


t would be easy for Clearwater, Fla. native Aaron Gillespie to 
sit back and bask in the success of his day job as metalcore/ 
screamo act UnderOATH’s drummer and secondary vocalist. 
But clearly the words “relax,” “resting,” or “chilling out” don't 
have much room in Gillespie’s vocabulary because there was 
something else that Gillespie longed for besides the thundering dou 
ble-bass breakdowns he provides in his main band. He longed to lead 
a pop-punk band. 

“T started to get the idea that I wanted to try and record some 
different kind of music by myself,” Gillespie said on a tour stop in 
Denver, Colo. “I had always wanted to play more straightforward rock 
music, and we had a couple of days off while on tour with Under 
OATH so | just went for it and it was really fun. That was the begin 
ning of The Almost, and it has turned out to be a great outlet for me.” 
Gillespie’s side project band, the pop-punk influenced The Almost, 
was born in 2006 after a suggestion from Gillespie’s wife that he 
should try working on a different sound than the heavy tunes he was 
making with UnderOATH. For The Almost, Gillespie drew from influ 
ences as far ranging as Weezer to Johnny Cash. 

“I just wanted to make a record as honest as I could, but specifi 
cally it was kind of a weird thing because I just knew that I needed 
to do it and it was what the Lord’s plan for my life was at the time,” 
Gillespie said. “I didn’t sit down and think specifically what I wanted 
the record to be, I just went with it.” 

The Almost's first record, “Southern Weather,” was a true solo proj 
ect for Gillespie with him writing all of the songs, tracking all of the 
instruments save for a few bass lines and providing nearly all of the 
vocals for the record - a process he enjoyed but understandably felt 
was “daunting at times.” 

“Southern Weather” tracks like “Say This Sooner” and “Stop It!” 
combine the pop-influenced- rock sensibilities that Gillespie was 
looking to deliver with biting vocals and catchy choruses all with 
honest and cleverly crafted lyrics. 

Just in time for the holiday season, The Almost is releasing a 
Christmas EP entitled “No Gift to Bring.” The five song EP contains re 
worked versions of “Southern Weather” tracks “Amazing Because It Is” 
now with a full band and a re-mixed version of “Dirty And Left Out.” 
The disc also includes an acoustic cover of the holiday classic “Little 
Drummer Boy” with fitting drumming courtesy of Gillespie. For The 

Almost’s cover of Casting Crowns’ “Your Love Is Extravagant,” Gillespie 
strips away everything but his soothing vocals and an acoustic guitar. 
The one original song on the EP, “Awful Direction,” was a highlight for 
Gillespie to work on. 

“There is a song called “Awful Direction” which is the new song 
on the record,” Gillespie said. “It was definitely a new approach, the 
drums are all played with brushes, which is something I have never 
done, and it just turned out to be a lot of fun.” 

Gillespie once again recorded all the instrumentation on the EP, 
and UnderOATH lead guitarist and producer of the record Tim Mc 
Gague added in keyboard accents on a few songs. The EP was record 
ed by Gillespie while has on tour with UnderOATH in the Fall. 

Gillespie plans to return to the studio, full band in tow, to craft 
The Almost’s follow up to “Southern Weather” in the Spring, but in 
the more immediate future he will be at home enjoying some well 

deserved time off and the holiday season with family. 

“I get home like just a few days before Christmas, and then I'll be 

able to finally relax,” Gillespie said. “And then the day after Christmas I 
am actually going on vacation so its going to be a nice little break.” 


Ee 
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By Lauren Darmody 


DIG catches up with Nick Wheeler, lead guitarist of The 
All-American Rejects, on the first day of their tour. 


repare yourself for “When the World Comes 
Down” on December 16. The All-American Re 

jects are back in action, bringing you its third al 

bum and rocking the airwaves once again with 
its catchy songs and multi-genre sound. It’s no 
“Dirty Little Secret” that this group has transformed from a 
couple of kids from Stillwater, Okla. to a chart topping, world 

wide known band. The quartet - frontman Tyson Ritter, lead 
guitarist Nick Wheeler, rhythm guitarist Mike Kennerty and 
drummer Chris Gaylor - are making things happen. 

“We think it’s the best thing we've ever done, we are proud 
as shit of it,” Wheeler said of the new album. “But I guess we 
got to wait and see what everybody else thinks of it because 
they kind of dictate how long we stay out and if we can keep 
doing this for a living so I hope they like it.” 

“Damn, Girl,” “Fallin’ Apart” and a collaboration with Cath 
erine Pierce from The Pierces called “Another Heart Calls,” are 
just a few of the collective favorites from the new album that 
AAR is ready to play on the road and for people to hear. 

The band’s uptempo rhythms and fetching lyrics have 
driven them to be compared to popular bands like Sum 41 
and Weezer. It’s no wonder why AAR tries to make a unique 
sound each time with its albums. 

“Our approach has always been to try not to recreate what 
| we've already done and try to just keep moving forward and 
_ just to have fun with songs,” Wheeler said. 

So what was done differently on this album? 

“There’s just more twists and turns and hills and valleys, 
and it’s just more of a journey,” Wheeler said comparing this 
album to the previous. “The recording process took about 10 
times longer than either of the first two albums.” 

For its self-titled first album which debuted in 2002, 
Wheeler said the band were still living at their parents’ hous 


es in Oklahoma. “Move Along,” the second album which hit 


“We usually go in with everything mapped out, we go in 
with notes; it’s like an open book test. This time it was like a 
frickin’ pop quiz most of the time,” Wheeler said. 

Its first single from the new album, “Gives You Hell,” has 
already created a buzz around the band because of the song’s 
engaging and addicting qualities. The goofy music video 
shows the stereotypical band partying and giving neighbors 
“hell” with its loud music. 

“T used to hate video shoots,” Wheeler said about making 
music videos. “I'm growing to like them just because I guess 
we've made like seven of them by now. I used to despise 
them but now I'm kind of used to them, and I got to have fun 
with it.” 

It's one thing to be popular with your fans, but it’s another 
thing to be honored by a musical institution. Oklahoma Mu 
sic Hall of Fame recently presented the four with the 2008 
Rising Star Award at the 12th annual Oklahoma Music Hall — 
of Fame Induction Ceremony and Concert at the e Mae 
Civic Center. : 


couldn't get a gig if you didn’t a cover: $0 
and be honored by your family and fri 
home state for playing origin 

The bands popular song “Mov 
the 10 finalists to be in the rac 
song. The winning ee ° 


History Center exhibit “an 
will open May | 

The group has plenty g 
less fans and infect 


the scene in 2005, was created when AAR decidedto goout 


on its own and move to Florida to get away from 
and clear its heads. 
“The music this time wasn't as easy,” Whee 
the writing process for “When the World Comes 
went up to the mountains in Georgia 
to San Francisco, we went to Vancouve 
stints. We just settled down and tried t 
and write some music.” _ 
The band went into the st 
songs created for this album, 
thing for it. 
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President F. King Alexander says “no” to an 
initiative to lower the national drinking 
age, but would it improve drinking habits 
at Cal State Long Beach? 


By Andy Franks 
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alph Davis, coordinator for the Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Other Drugs (ATOD) 
program at Cal State Long Beach spoke 
with me ina room usually reserved for 
student drug and alcohol counseling 
sessions when I asked him this hypo- 
thetical question: What would happen at Cal State Long 
Beach if the national drinking age was lowered to 18? 

“Well if our campus policy didn’t change, I'd have 
tons of citations coming in because everyone under 21 
would be drinking,” Davis said, referring to the zero-tol- 
erance policy in the dorms and on-campus restrictions. 
In fact, Davis tells me, if you received a write up for a 
first-time violation of CSULB liquor laws in the spring 
of 2008, there's an 82 percent chance you were under 
21. And that’s not far off for the semester average. 

“Tf it's ever any lower, I'd be shocked,” Davis said. 

A lowered drinking age might seem like a dangerous 
idea to University President F. King Alexander, who in 
August this year said he would not be adding his sig- 
nature to a petition of university and college presidents 
and chancellors who support lowering the national 
drinking age from 21 to 18, known as the Amethyst Ini- 
tiative. The signatory count stands at 130, and includes 
signatures from President Lawrence S. Bacow of Tufts 
University and President Sharon D. Herzberger of Whit- 
tier University. 

Alexander told student press at CSULB that he dis- 
agrees with its authors, who claim the binge drinking 
culture found on college campuses is the result of set- 
ting the age limit too high at 21. They say lowering the 
age to 18 would remove the taboo appeal of alcohol and 
could be the solution to dangerous alcohol-related ac- 
tivities, such as drunk driving and binge drinking. 

“There is not one shred of evidence that lowering the 
[drinking] age would remedy binge drinking,” Alexan- 
der said to Daily Forty-Niner reporters. “I think it would 
compound the problem to do things without further 
evidence.” 


Educated About Alevho/ 

THE 2004 DEATH OF PRESIDENT’S SCHOLAR JASON 
Kirsinas after a night of drinking on his 21st birthday is 
CSULB’s most recent and well-known victim of alcohol 
abuse, and before that was California State University, 
Chico freshman Adrian Heideman, who died of alcohol 
poisoning at a fraternity pledge party in 2000. Heide- 
man’s death triggered an initiative for the CSU Chan- 
cellor to make alcohol education programs mandatory 
across the system — proper alcohol education being the 
key factor to safer drinking habits, regardless of the legal 
drinking age. 


UG 


Years ee Cie Ig 


The alcohol rehabilitation program at CSULB, called Step 
1-2-3, took in 176 first-time (Step 1) offenders and 63 second- 
time (Step 2) offenders in spring 2008. Step 1 involves an ex- 
tended educational presentation on controlled substances, 
and Step 2 is a call back for a one-on-one counseling session 
with ATOD advisers. The program has not seen any Step 3 
offenders on recent record, who would be redirected from 
educational and counseling courses to University Judicial 
Affairs. 

Numbers show that students under 21 make up the ma- 
jority of offenders in Step 1-2-3, and administrators involved 
in liquor law enforcement and alcohol education think that 
lowering the drinking age might spur a rise. 

“Both I and the university are opposed to [the Amethyst 
Initiative],” Doug Robinson, Vice President of Student Servic- 
es at CSULB and Chair of the ATOD Advisory Council, said in 
an interview with LB Report. “And you will notice that most 
of the chancellors and presidents signing on to the initiative 
are from private colleges with more freedom to adopt inde- 
pendent positions.” 

Having a position on the national drinking age can skirt 
the real issue of alcohol education, says Linda Pena. Pena is 
an ATOD adviser who specializes in addiction counseling, 
and coordinates students in Step 1-2-3 educational programs 
and counseling sessions, and directs student-only Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings on campus. Pena believes a student 
educated in alcohol safety can be the “first line of defense” 
against dangerous drinking habits and can help what peo- 
ple might call a “problem” drinker make better choices. 

“T don’t treat them as if they’re abnormal, because soci- 
ety condones it,” Pena said about underage drinking. “For 
most people who are intensified [drinkers] at university, it’s 
not because they have a disease ... it’s just the environment 
that they’re in.” 


Disconnected Campus 

ALEXANDER MAY BE RIGHT THAT A LOWERED DRINKING 
age would be problematic for a commuter campus like CSULB. 
In a Sept. 2 article in the Daily Forty-Niner, Alexander recalled 
his college years in Oxford, England, and how teens in Eu- 
rope didn’t necessarily rely on cars to travel. Compare that to 
CSULB’s jam-packed parking lots on a Monday morning. 

“Teenagers don’t even drive cars [in Europe], whereas in 
America, everyone drives cars,” Alexander said. 

Legislators and organizations against lowering the drink- 
ing age have often pointed to national driving statistics to 
make their point. They have shown a decrease in automo- 
bile fatalities and injuries among the 16 to 20 age group 
that involve alcohol when the age is set higher — when the 
drinking age was set at 21 in 1984, the numbers decreased 
by 32 percent according to Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD). 


Few 18 to 20-year-old CSULB students would likely be 
drinking on or near campus. On-campus housing only ac- 
counts for only a small percent of the student population 
with the remainder.roaming a geography that spans from 
South Orange County to the greater L.A. area. 

“Think of a school like UC Santa Barbara,” Davis said. “Ev- 
eryone goes to Isla Vista, and they have a lot of problems 
there, but you also have an area that you can really focus 
on to help prevent the problem. Whereas with here, where 
would I start?” 

Davis has served as CSULB’s ATOD Director since 2003, 
and says that from what he’s seen, those under 21 often 
feel pressured to drink before they go out — something 
that not only leads to rapid consumption of alcohol but 
leaving campus presumably by car. For this reason the 
ATOD program often looks at off-campus areas where 
drinking might be a problem; Davis keeps in contact with 
Belmont Shore and Downtown Long Beach businesses to 
keep an ear out for problems with CSULB students, speaks 
at pledge presentations for Fraternity and Sorority houses, 
and may contact apartment complexes with large student 
populations to include alcohol provisions in their lease 
agreements. 

But reaching out off-campus can be difficult for ATOD. 
When it comes to fraternities and sororities, Davis said that 
some Chapters, like the Gamma Phi Theta sorority, have in- 
vited advisers to speak to their members on an annual ba- 
sis, while others have never contacted the program outside 
Rush Week. ATOD is restricted largely to student education 
of those willing listen, and enforcing education is left to Uni- 
versity Police, Housing and Residential Life and LBPD. 

For possibly the country’s biggest “college town,” Long 
Beach and its neighboring cities may not be ready for a fleet 
of teenage drinkers hitting the road. Playboy Magazine's top 
two party schools in the nation, University of Wisconsin at 
Madison at No.1 and California's own UC Santa Barbara at 
No. 2, are each in cities of about 200,000 people — compare 
that to the more than 12 million found in the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Area. Both Madison and Santa Barbara pro- 
vide enough on-campus housing for about a quarter of their 
undergraduate students, while just 5 percent of CSULB un- 
dergraduates can be housed. 


Crystal Ball Question 
THERE IS NO PROPER GAUGE TO SEE IF 18 TO 21-YEAR-OLDS 
have the proper education to handle drinking responsibly. 
“I think, possibly, you'd have people who are 18 drinking 
more responsibly because they don’t feel the pressure to 
drink a lot before they go out,” Davis says about the “crys- 
tal ball” question of lowering the drinking age. “But then I 
think, ‘are people who are 18 ready for the responsibility of 
drinking?’ I don’t know.” ® 
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Bye Bye Beachboard 


Cal State Long Beach searches for an alternative to 


STATE WNIVERSITY 


boachboard cul oda 


Enter BeachBoard Here 


Campus |D: 
| 
| Password: 
Logi 
Aativate Your Account Recover Your Password 


Enter as a guest by clicking the "Preview" button, Preview) 


CSULB Home | Usage Policy | Feedback | BeachBoard Help 
© 2008 - California State University, Long Beach 


| 
| , ry @ 1997-2005 Blackboard Inc, All Rights Reserved. U.S. Patent No. 6,988,138. Additional Patents 


IS TH S THE END? 4 


Next year could see the gradual phase-out of Blackboard for another 
class management system.. 
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| : ' Beachboard for the next school year, looking at 
| y 4 replacements like Moodle and Angel. 


By Rosaura Figueroa 


rustrations over technical issues 
has led Cal State Long Beach to seek 
alternatives to Blackboard—the 
company that provides the platform 
for Beachboard. The university is 
hoping that a change in platform 
will improve Beachboard functionality. According 
to Don Gardner, Associate Vice President for 
Academic Technology, the university was in 
the process of searching for a replacement for 
Blackboard when he arrived last February. 

Gardner said the university was having “severe 
support issues in the early part of the spring 
semester. Blackboard and therefore Beachboard 
was going down on a regular basis, in fact it was 
going down every night for a couple of hours at a 
time.” 

Seu Park, a graduate student in linguistics and 
a Beachboard support staff employee, described a 
day that epitomizes the extent of the Blackboard 
problem during that period. 

“There was one day that it [Beachboard] was 
down on a Friday and we received like 100 calls 
and e-mails that day,” Park said. “Like two or three 
lines were ringing at the same time.” 

Gardner also noted Blackboard’s unwillingness 
to address the situation. “Unfortunately, the 
company was relatively unresponsive to the 
problems. It took a major effort to get them 
[Blackboard] to respond to those issues.” 

Periodic crashes with the Blackboard platform 
isn't the only reason CSULB is looking for a switch. 
The CSU system has been evaluating Learning 
Management Systems (LMSs) to ensure that 
they are in compliance with the Accessibility 
Technology Initiative (ATI) mandate. 

“The Blackboard product that we use was 
determined bythat processto benot ATI compliant,” 
Gardner said. “We have a commitment to achieve 
accessibility for all the learning management 
courses as soon as possible.” 
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Poa Ignorance of Crowds 
i Advanced search @ a Oil j 
Recent activity 
‘Administratio September 17 - September 23 CO Activity since Friday, June 
a widely Week Three: Software & "Peer Pioneers" 29. 2007 92 10 Pi. 
& Turn editing on 3B Mare Andreesen's Blog Full rapart of recent activity 
Week Three Shuiz 


Nothing new since your last 
September 24 - September 30 CI togin 


Ss Exam One This Week - No Quizzes 
K October 1 - October 7 aa) 
e Fy cet CBFA This Week (no class on Thursday) 
n Scalen October 8 - October 14 i) 
a Networking and “Ideagoras" 
October 15 « October 21 o = 
i (ili Internet 100% 
g ne 
Ir 
n 
Ir 
e 
g The CSU system evaluated various product there are still operating costs According to Gardner, response from 
d companies and has narrowed it down involved to maintain it. faculty and staffhas been “overwhelmingly 
s to two products that are ATI compliant. “Free as in puppy, not as in beer,’ positive,there have beenso many problems 
qa One is a commercial product by Angel, Gardner said. “That's what’s often said with it [Blackboard] that most people are 
and the other is an open source product about free software. You still have to feed _ ready for a change.” 
d called Moodle. These are the two choices it and nourish it.” Currently, there is no fixed deadline 
a that the CSULB task force — a committee Angel, on the other hand, would cost to make a decision regarding the new 
d of approximately 50 faculty, student and approximately $25,000 less a year than platform, but according to Gardner the 
staff volunteers has been evaluating. Blackboard to operate. Though operating process seems to be in its final stages. 
S “We opened the evaluation process up costs as a whole are less for Angel and “We're getting very close to wrapping 
Is to anyone who was interested. We needed Moodle than for Blackboard, the university this up,” Gardner said. “We're getting to 
e to make sure that some entities were would still allocate the same amount of the point where now we can present the 
represented,” Gardner said. funding towards Blackboard’sreplacement. _ results to the Provost.” 
35 The task force has been collecting data The funds would simply be applied towards The final decision will be up to the 
e and using an online sandbox to try out additional product support rather than Provost. If she makes a decision within the 
e both products. For the most part it seems product cost. next several weeks, there is hope to have 
n that Moodle and Angel have a relatively “We have very little support right now a replacement platform for the fall 2009 
‘ similar layout. in that area,” Gardner said. “We have two semester with the final conversion to the 
n \ “I like both of them,” Garcia said. people supporting the LMS and that’s not newsystem occurring during the 2009-2010 
h. i “Honestly, you just have to get used to it enough, most [universities] have four or academic year. 
g [new product]. It looks complicated, but if _ five.” There would have to be some training 
at ie you look at Beachboard it looks complicated Gardner stressed the importance of involved familiarizing faculty and students 
y too.” having adequate personnel necessary with the new format, but the setup will 
Currently, Blackboard has an operating to support a busy network. “We know _ be similar enough to the current format. 
1S cost of approximately $300,000 to that approximately half of faculty use Thereby, making adaptions to the new 
at $400,000 a year. Moodle, which has no Beachboard in some manner and that system relatively easy. 
re licensing fee, would be approximately number is going up each year, Garnder A point Gardner emphasizes, “If you 
rt $100,000 less a year to operate than said. “Eighty-five percent of students use know one you can pretty much learn 


Blackboard. Although, it is an open source 


Beachboard for at least one class.” 


another.” ® 
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Putting The Pieces Together 


Coach Mary Hegarty and the LBSU Women’s Basketball team look to make a pl 
push with a revamped lineup for 2008- 2009. 


By Dale Johnson 


Sy 
aoa: 


sau 


) See Them 
IN ACTION 


Game Days 


Monday, December 1 vs. Portland State 
7 p.m. 

Saturday, December 20 vs. BYU 

5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 8 vs, Pacific 

1 p.m. 

Saturday, January 31 vs, UC Irvine 

5 p.m. 


omething wasn't clicking for 
the Long Beach State Women’s 

Basketball team. Head Coach 

Mary Hegarty’s teams were 

= performing inconsistently, clearly 

“i = not reaching their full potential 
and a lack of team chemistry was severely hurting 
the team’s growth. Hegarty had to take action. 

“In the past I tended to give kids a lot of 
chances, believing eventually that they will 
come around,” Hegarty said. “This year I decided 
to remove some players from the team. I 
decided I had given them enough opportunity. 
We brought in some new players that are here 
because they wanted to be at Long Beach State 
and they cared about Long Beach State and not 
about themselves and personal recognition.” 

The inner-team struggle as well as injury 
problems that plagued last year’s team led to 
inconsistent play, a poor record and frustration 
throughout the program that ended with a 
disappointing 9-20 record and an early exit in 
the Big West tournament. 

‘It was a very frustrating season for 
everybody involved, all the coaches and players,” 
Hegarty said. “Just a lot of inconsistency and 
a lack of team unity and an identity that can 
propel a team forward. The players that were 
retained from last year know what it takes to be 
successful in their lives. The last two years have 
been difficult but I think they know what it takes 
and they have made the necessary changes. | feel 
like we are definitely on the right track.” 

This year's team will look to get back on 
track with a new look that is heavily focused on 
athleticism, as well as being a strong rebounding 
team and having a dominant inside presence. 
With new additions to the team, the Beach is 
aimed to have a successful year in the Big West 
and hopefully obtain their ultimate goal: post- 


season play. 

“One of the top goals we have is to advance 
to post-season play, and that’s something that 
we haven't been able to achieve yet, but it is 
something that is certainly in our goals for this 
year,” Hegarty said. 

To get there, the team will first have to 
navigate atough pre-season schedule which sees 
the team traveling to the hostile environments 
of Nebraska as well as Arizona and hosting 
tough opponents like BYU. 

“One of the most important things is how we 
handle the non-conference schedule,” Hegarty 
said. “We have a very difficult non-conference 
schedule. And we need to keep in mind our 
big goals and not be discouraged if we go in 
to Nebraska and have a difficult time, but stay 
focused on the prize, and the prize is the Big 
West conference.” 

For the women’s team to have a successful 
year, Hegarty has focused a large amount 
of her time toward creating team unity and 
chemistry. The team has spent time with a 
sports psychologist through the spring and fall 
semesters to understand what it takes to be a 
team and work together. 

Onthe court, Hegarty has focused oninstilling 
a more productive and efficient identity to the 
team, working on ball control and not giving the 
ball away with careless turnovers, rebounding 
and team defensive extensively. The biggest 
question concerning this year’s team, however, 
is the health of standout senior guard Karina 
Figueroa, who at print time was suffering from 
a foot injury and it was unknown if she would 
be able to return for the season. 

Whether the health of Figueroa improves or 
not, Hegarty will look to other players like Whitney 
Fields, a junior transfer from Arizona who will give 
the Beach its most dominating post-player; junior 


outside-shooters Ally Wade and Lauren Sims; and 
guard LaTorya Barbee who will look to improve 
on an impressive freshman campaign, to provide 
strong play within the team. 

“We do need individual success. We do need 
great scorers. We need great rebounders. We 
need great playmakers, but we need those people 
within the context of the team,” Hegarty said. 
“Constantly reinforcing that message is really 
important, and also having the right kind of 
players. You could have that kind of a message 
and there would be some players who would 
never get it and would be selfish, and I think we 
have reached a point where we have weeded 
those players out of the program.” 

As well as strong play from the key players 
on the team, Hegarty is also counting on the 
new additions to her coaching staff to add extra 
motivation throughout the year. Jackie Zink, 
entering her first year as an assistant coach at 
Long Beach State, will use the experience that 
she gained from working on the Stanford bench 
to help with player development. Also entering 
her first year with Long Beach State is Michelle 
Erickson, Director of Operations. 

With a new outlook on coaching and a more 
polished and cohesive identity given to the 
Long Beach State Women’s basketball team she 
coaches, Hegarty is excited for the season to start 
and for her team to prove a lot of doubters wrong 
about what this year’s team can do on the court. 

“Ithink we are going to surprise a lot of people,” 
Hegarty said. “I don’t blame others for saying ‘Well 
shoot, what's Long Beach State going to do? They 
haven't been very good the last two years.’ That’s 
fine with me with. I think we are going to surprise 
some people and I think I'll leave it at that. Our 
players and staff know what our goals are. I think 
we are very capable of what we have set out to 
achieve.” 
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| THE GRANDDADDY 


By Jessica lavazzi 


ou know what they say — 
heroes get remembered, 
but legends never die. 
One Belmont Shore es 
tablishment proves that 
statement by standing 
the test of time through change and 
misfortune. 

Legends Sports Bar and Rib Room 
opened its doors on Second Street in 
Long Beach in 1979 by then Los An 
geles Rams offensive lineman Dennis 
Harrah and businessman John Morris. 
Harrah also owned another popular 
Belmont Shore saloon — Acapulco Inn. 
In 1988, Long Beach State alumni and 
businessman, Gene Rotondo, and his 
wife Rayann, took over ownership, and 
this year marks their 20-year anniver 
sary with the bar. 

Another important anniversary be 
ing celebrated this month is Legend's 
one-year grand reopening. On June 
21, 2005, tragedy struck the popular 
sports-watching venue as an electrical 


fire broke out in the kitchen. Firefight 
ers were not able to salvage much of 
the venue and all that was left of the 
popular Second Street hangout was 
ruins. In this time when it would have 
been easy to give up, the Rotondos per 
severed and began planning to rebuild 
the restaurant. 

But it was not without challenges. 
Nearly 20 years after it had been built, 
city issues stood in the way of the con 
struction. 

“Legends was always planned to be 
reopened,” Rotondo explained. “Origi 
nally, | was approached by one of my 
old partners, and they were going to 
buy it and build it. I was tied up be 
tween that and a few city issues. 
ADA and code changes had to be ad 
dressed.” 

Those new city regulations caused 
a two-and-a-half year wait before Leg 
ends was able to return to the Shore 
and the Americans with Disability 
Act (ADA) guidelines altered the ap 


OF ALL SPORTS BARS 


pearance, but Rotondo said “the basic 
look is the same. The booths are on the 
same side, the dining area is the same 
area, the bar area is the same area. The 
difference is size.” They also added a 
second story as a result of city codes 
requiring them to have more space. 

‘Tm not a big person on throwing 
out the baby with the bath water,” 
Rotondo said. “We were very popular 
before and you want to maintain the 
integrity of what you had, and that’s 
what we tried to do here. We made 
some changes, but the integrity of the 
venue is still there.” 

On Dec. 1, 2007, Legends returned 
to Second Street on one of the busiest 
nights of the year for Belmont Shore — 
the 25th Annual Christmas Parade. 

“Tt was a record day for Legends,” 
Rotondo recalls. “Sales were the most 
we have ever done. We weren't actu 
ally very prepared staff-wise. We had 
plenty of people they just weren't real 
experienced it was alittle chaotic but 
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everyone was just real happy to be here again.” 

An unchanged favorite about the restaurant though was their nota- 
ble menu of comfort food. Paying homage to local sports favorites with 
the “Dirtbags Dips” and “ager Miner Melt,” Legends doesn't discriminate 
against other universities by also supplying the “Loyola Lions Turkey Ba- 
con Melt,” “Irvine Anteaters Clubhouse Sandwich, “Titans Tuna Terrific” 
and “Trojan Burger.” It also pays tribute to Southern California teams with 
the “Padres Sandwich,” “Laker Ham Stack” and “Dodger Burger” to name a 
few. 

“We have a full menu. There is probably something on there for ev- 
eryone whether its salad, sandwich, pizza,” Rotondo notes of the full and 
barely altered food choices. “Our most popular item is the Buffalo Wings 
We get 2,000 pounds a week. Literally a ton.” 

But one substantial difference of the reopening was the lack of sports 
memorablia, a victim to the 2005 fire. Rotondo was able to have some new 
items donated through his connections in the sports industry while others 
were pulled out of storage that never made it to the original venue. Now 
Rotondo notes that they have replenished over the last year “about what 
we used to have, but just different stuff.” Lining the walls are jerseys, balls, 
uniforms and more from historic professional athletes, as well as some of 
our very own Long Beach State alumni. 

“My wife and I are big supporters of Long Beach State, especially the 
athletic program,” Rotondo said. “We get a pretty good amount of people 
coming through here from Long Beach State and the vast majority of ourem 
ployees are Long Beach State students. We try to hire as many as we can and 
sometimes it’s alumni and sometimes they are currently going to school.” 


Enjoy unlimited rides 7-days, 365 days a year on Long 
Beach Transit buses and Passport shuttles with your 
current CSULB student, faculty or staff |.D. 


Not only are the Rotondos supplying one of the most popular hot spots 
for past and present LBSU students, they are also some of their biggest 
supporters and encourage the students to finish their degrees. 

“One of my wife and my biggest focus is to try to get as many kids as 
we can through school so they can get a big girl, big boy job,” Rotondo said. 
“That’s one of the things we kind of look forward to seeing. You get a lot of 
them coming back that they say ‘Hey, thanks for helping me get through 
school and get my degree.” Now I'm an attorney or a schoolteacher, what- 
ever it is. So it’s kind of our way of giving back, think it’s just something 
we do.” 

Not only are they providing many students with motivating words and 
employment, Legends also works with the university to allow purchases 
to be made with your Beach Club account. It is one of the first off-campus 
locations to participate. 

After many obstacles and delays, Legends has returned as one of the 
staple locations on Belmont Shore, as well as for the entire city of Long 
Beach. Now this legendary, pun intended, establishment is just in the be- 
ginning of a new era and is bringing both regulars and newcomers along 
for the ride. 

“Tt was funny, there were some that for two-and-a-years found other 
places to go,” Rotondo said. “Over the process of the last year a lot of them 
have come back here. People that haven't seen in the beginning that used 
to come now all of a sudden are here, and then we have a whole lot of peo- 
ple who came just when the doors opening like they had never left.” ® 
5236 E. Second Street, (562) 433.5743 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 11 a.m., Sat-Sun 9 a.m. (During Football Season) 


Want to get connected? Check us out at 
www.lbtransit.com or call 562.591.2301 
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm 


*Offer not available on Long Beach Transit AquaLink or AquaBus boats. You must be a currently enrolled student or a currently employed 
faculty or staff member of California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) and must produce a valid CSULB I.D. when boarding Long 
Beach Transit buses and Passport shuttles in order to participate. All CSULB |.D.'s must be swiped through the bus farebox when you board. 
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By Jessica lavazzi 


WHAT Is IT AND WHO’s INVOLVED? 

EVERY YEAR the Belmont Shore Business Association (BSBA) presents the 
7 Belmont Shore Christmas Parade — a 15-block celebration of floats along 
Second Street. Rumored to be started by local newspaper, the Grunion Ga- 
zette, the parade is now in its 26th year. This display of approximately 100 
local establishments and non-profit organizations, marching bands and 
notable city personalities march up and down the street bringing in over 
‘ 60,000 spectators of all ages. People line up three to four rows deep on 
sidewalks and in the medians, as well as set up viewing areas from the 

roofs of many Second Street buildings. 


pond 


Following last year’s “Dog Days of Christmas,” this year’s parade will 
be “A Water Wonderland” with the presenting sponsor as the historic local 


Aquarium of the Pacific. 


“[A theme] really helps the entries decorate their floats and costume 
themselves in a creative way because they have something more to work 
with,” Brooke Kennard, BSBA executive director, explains. “This year it is 
| water wonderland based on the fact that we are such a water location 
with the ocean and marina and bay ... we were just named the Aquatic 
Capital of the World, and also with the Aquarium of the Pacific right here 


next door to us, and they're celebrating their 10-year anniversary so that 
i was a perfect match.” 


A large float by the Aquarium will kick off the parade from the west 
end of Second Street at Livingston Drive at 6 p.m., and the Association is 
also encouraging all participants to decorate their floats and themselves 
with a water theme including fish, waves, water life, activities, sports and 
more. After departing from Livingston, the parade follows down Second 
Street, u-Turns at Bayshore Avenue and then goes back to where it began. 
It usually takes about a half-hour for a float to complete the course, there- 
fore taking it just over two hours for the entire parade to go through. The 
BSBA says the parade officially ends at 9 p.m., but many bars and restau- 
rants on the street stay busy well after that. 


Wuat DoI Ngzp To Know? 
WITH SO MANY PEOPLE attending the parade there are a couple of quick tips 
to keep in mind for the day of. Side streets off of Second Street begin closing 
as early as 1 p.m. for set-up preparations and Second Street itself is closed at 
3 p.m. from Bayshore Avenue to Livingston Drive and Ocean Avenue. 
“That’s when people can line up their chairs and kind of stake their 
t claim,” Kennard explains. “We do have a problem with people trying to do 
that much earlier in the day. If you really care about having a front row 
seat, be down here ready with your chairs at 3 o'clock because it is kind of 
funny that there is this mad dash like ‘And they're off!” 

Since it will be difficult to get near any of the streets close to the event 
in the evening, the Association recommends parking just four blocks away 
in one of the beach lots off Ocean Avenue. Attendees can also park at Ma- 
rina Drive in the lot across from the Seaport Marina Hotel and catch the 


Passport Bus from the bus stop on Second Street by the bridge to Naples 
(Free for CSULB students and faculty with LD). For $1 the bus can take 
you from your car to Bayshore Avenue where you will be dropped off. De- 


UNDER THE SEA 


THE 26TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE ON 
SECOND STREET WILL BE A WATER WONDERLAND 


pending on the clean-up of the event as well as extenuating issues, Second 


Street reopens around 10 p.m. 

Many Belmont Shore restaurants and bars are open during the celebra- 
tion offering food and drinks during the viewing of the parade. If you come 
early you might be lucky enough to scope out a spot inside one of these 
venues, but for those of you viewing from the streets, most attendees will 
bring chairs, blankets and cushions to equip their space on the sidewalk. 
The Association also provides Porta-Potties for your convenience along the 
side streets. 


THE DAY OF THE EVENT 

GRAB YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY early and experience Christmas at the 
Shore on Saturday, Dec. 6! This street wide festival is sure to get everyone 
into the holiday spirit and will have people ho, ho, ho-ing their way home. 
You know you don’t want to pass up a chance to tell Santa in person just 
how naughty or nice you've been. 


digmagonline.com | DECEMBER 2008 19 


Aas ..... 
NEW YEARSEVE 


around the nation 
By Lauren Darmody 


LOOKING FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE PLANS OUT OF YOUR EVERYDAY LONG BEACH BUBBLE? 
Well here are five cities that are throwing five parties. New Year's Eve can be quite pricey if you're 
going out to a club, but it’s the celebration of the end of a year and the beginning of a new one so 
you will definitely be getting what you pay for. And while hard times are approaching with the 
economy, it may be worth it to splurge on one last vacation to end the year with a bang. As 2008 
comes to an end, realize it’s your last hours to do whatever you're going to give up for your New 
Year's resolution. So bite your nails, drunk dial or make your way to In-n-Out one last time because 
2009 is right around the corner for a fresh year and new beginnings. 


€) Los ANGELES: OPERA AND CRIMSON 
~ 1650 Schrader Blvd. 


Opera, with a theatrical, elegant essence, and sister-club Crim- 
son, which is rock-n-roll inspired, are two separate venues that 
can be combined into one space. The nightclubs are known for 
famous celebrity sightings of Paris Hilton and Leonardo DiCaprio 
and was the filming location for an episode of “The Hills.” 

Velvet Crossing will be producing the New Year's Eve event 
at Opera and Crimson in Hollywood this year. General admis- 
sion costs $150 per person and includes the Premium Open Bar. 
In addition, table packages for six people will start at $1500. Each 
table package will include entrance for six guests as well as two 
bottles of Belvedere Vodka and Moet Chandon Champagne. The 
event goes from 9:30 p.m. until 2 am. Entertainment will in- 
clude Hollywood's top DJS and surprise special performances. 


a] Las VeGAs: GHOSTBAR IN THE Pats Casino Resort 
4321 West Flamingo Road 


Las Vegas is known to the world as being a party 24/7, and the city definitely doesn’t mess around when it comes to New 
Year's Eve celebrations. Ghostbar, located on the 55th floor in The Palms Casino Resort, is popular for its rooftop deck that 
offers breathtaking views of Sin City. There is also a see-thru acrylic floor called the “ghostdeck”. 

The cost for this year's occasion costs $225 for pre-sale and $275 at the door, which includes open bar and appetizers from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. There will be a champagne toast and complimentary hats and noisemakers to accompany the best loca- 
tion and view for the city’s fireworks. DJs Stonerokk, who's known for playing at A-list celebrity functions and his creative 
sounds, and OB One will be spinning the music all night long. And if one club just isn’t enough, the resort is selling all access 
passes for $475 that includes entry into Ghostbar as well as the hotel's other nightclubs: Playboy, Rain and Moon. 
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bE) Miami Beacu: Manco’s Tropicat CAFE 
goo Ocean Drive 


Want to spend the last hours of 2008 in an authentic Latin setting? 
Mango's Tropical Café has the ultimate Miami Beach backdrop lo- 
cated on South Beach’s world famous Ocean Drive. With a staff of 
professional dancers and models, you'll feel like you're in a tropical 
paradise not only with the Reggae, Latin and Caribbean music but 
with its gourmet cuisine. Steps away from the beach, this sultry Latin 
world is always a party. 

While Mango's is the front row seat for the beach’s spectacular 
fireworks display at midnight, they also have other options for your 
celebration. This includes the deluxe champagne dinner package, re- 
served table for bottle service which both can start at $175 or a door 
pass which is $25-$50 that includes access to the cash bar. 

Mango's will feature the top Latin Dance Band in South Florida, 
The Latin Connection, and continuous entertainment with the “Man- 
go's Dancers” and all of your favorite stars. 


4) New York: THE WuisKEyY IN THE W Hore Times SQUARE 
1567 Broadway 


The Whiskey, the utmost exclusive nightclub, sits hidden beneath the 
W Hotel Times Square in New York. This mysterious and dark disco/ 
mod influenced nightspot may have slow service but I've heard that 
the martinis are the best in the area. 

For a $175 ticket, you'll be partying till 4 a.m. with full access to the 
five-hour top shelf open bar and light hors d ‘oeuvres available from 9 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Dance to a mixture of genres including dance, hip hop, 
rock and top 40. The best part is there is live coverage of the ball drop 
on a 20-foot movie screen, giving you the best view while the rest of 
the country is watching it on TV. 

Tables are available for groups of 6-30 people in the main room 
and VIP room, while table tickets range from $225 - $250 per person 
and include complimentary bottles of champagne and vodka. 


Q Cuicaco: THE Drake Hore1 
140 E. Walton Place 


The Drake Hotel, longtime historic Chicago landmark, has been 
around since 1920 after being designed with an Italian Renaissance 
style. Overlooking Lake Michigan, the hotel has breathtaking views 
and has served to notable guests such as Prince Charles, Judy Garland 
and Frank Sinatra. 

So what better place to throw a New Year's Eve bash? Over 2,000 
people are expected to show for the hottest party for young profes- 
sionals in the city. With the doors opening at 9 p.m. and closing at 2 
a.m. there is plenty of time to take advantage of what this end of the 
year party has to offer. Four ballrooms of Chicago's top DJ's and live 
bands, premium open bar until 1 a.m., 45 bars and bartenders and 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres are just the beginning. Don’t forget about 
the balloon drop and champagne toast at midnight to celebrate with 
your family, friends or whoever you may be with! 


December 


1 


Women’s Basketball 
vs. Portland State @ 
The Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


7 8 


Franklin the Turtle’s Bad Brains @ HOB 
Family Christmas Anaheim, 7 p.m., $25 
Concert @ Carpenter 

Performing Arts 

Center, 2 to 4 p.m. 

Bret Michaels @ 

Club NOKIA, 7 p.m., 

$51.50/ $36.50 


14 15 


Filmspeed (Formerly Cheap Trick @ 


No One Goes Home) HOB Sunset, 8 p.m., 

@ Chain Reaction, $62.50 

7 p.m., $10 These Arms Are 
Snakes @ Chain 
Reaction, 7:30 p.m., 
$10 


21 22 


Tyler Hilton @ Men’s Basketball 
Troubadour, 7 p.m., vs. Temple @ The 
$12 Pyramid, 7:35 p.m. 


2 3 4 


University Art Museum Men’s Basketball vs. Oasis w/ Ryan Adams, 
presents Un-Figuring Pepperdine @ The @ The Staples Center, 
the Body & Warhol: Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 7 p.m., $79/ $39 

15 min/24 fps @UAM Smashing Pumpkins Wu-Tang Clan @ HOB 
Noon to 5 p.m. @ Gibson Amphitheatre Sunset, 8 p.m., $75 
Dec. 2-14 at Universal City Walk, 


8:15 p.m., $89.50/ 
$39.50 


9 11 


Agnostic Front @ Gretchen Wilson 
Key Club, 7 p.m., $13 @ Club NOKIA, 7:30 
Tom Morello: The p.m., $46 
Nightwatchman @ EI Murs @ E/ Rey 


Rey Theatre, 8 p.m., 


_ Theatre, 8 p.m., $19 
$25 ; 


The Nightwatchman 
El Rey Theatre, Dec. 9 


16 17 18 


Lamb of God @The Metallica @The Fo- Ozomatli @ HOB 
Grove of Anaheim, 8 rum, 7 p.m.,$82.50/ Sunset, 8 p.m., $24 
p.m., $25 $62.50 Dec. 17-18 

Time Again acoustic The Virgins @ 

Christmas show @ Troubadour, 8 p.m., 

The Knitting Factory, $12 

8:30 p.m., $10 


23 


A Peter White 
Christmas @ The 
Grove of Anaheim, 


No Bragging Rights, 7:30 p.m.,$119/ $70 ae 


@ Chain Reaction, 7 
p.m., $10 


Oasis 
Staples Center, 


House of Bluest 


30 31 


Akon @ Club NOKIA, 
7 p.m., $61.50/ $36 


New Year’ 


ae < a ay 
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The Sea and Cake John Mayer @ NOKIA 
@The Glass House, Theater LA Live, 8 p.m., 
7 p.m., $13 $69.50 

Mike Ness @ El Rey Slightly Stoopid @ 


Hollywood Palladium, 
Theatre, 8 p.m., $30 8:30 p.m., $28.75 


12 13 


My American Heart@ Fishbone @ The 
Chain Reaction, 7:30 Glass House, 7 p.m., 
p.m., $12 $15 

Mustard Plug @ The 

Glass House, 7 p.m., 

$12 


19 20 


Keith Sweat @ HOB Men’s Basketball 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
$42.50 


vs. Montana State 
@ The Pyramid, 
3:05 p.m. 


X w/ New York Dolls . 


@ Club NOKIA, 7:30 
p.m., $36.50 


27 


B.B. King @ Club 
4 §€_ NOKIA,7p.m., 
| $86.50/ $56.50 


Grove of Anaheim, 
8 p.m., $30 


The Fab Four @ The 


\ 
‘ 
( 


0.A.R 
ee Of Blues, Jan. 25 


4 6 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. Cal Poly @ The 
Pyramid, 4:05 p.m. 
Steel Panther @ Key 
Club 9 p.m., $20/ $18 


11 12 13 


John Legend @ 
Gibson Amphitheatre 
at Universal CityWalk, 
8:15 p.m., $80.50/ 


Is. $40.50 


18 19 


he 


25 26 
0.A.R. @ HOB The Country Rat 
Anaheim, 8 p.m.,$30 Pat Tour @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
$37.50 


January 


+ 


W a 
1 


New Year’s Day 


7 8 

Linda Purl: An Women’s Basketball 
evening of jazz vs. Pacific @ The 
song styling @The Pyramid, 1 p.m. 
Carpenter Center, 
7 p.m. 

14 15 
Glasvegas @ 
Troubadour, 8 p.m., 
$67 

21 22 
Men’s Volleyball The Head Cat @ 
vs. UCLA @ The HOB Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. $41 

28 29 


Men’s Basketball vs. 
CS Fullerton @ The 
Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 
Tyrone Wells @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., $15 


F 
2 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. UCSB @ The 
Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 
The Slackers @ El 
Rey Theatre, 8 p.m., 
$16 


16 


Men’s Ice Hockey 
vs. Texas A&M @ 
Glacial Garden, 9 
p.m., $2 

Pennywise @ The 
Hollywood Palladium, 
7:30 p.m., $19.99 


23 


Men’s Volleyball vs. 
UC Irvine @ 

The Pyramid, 7 p.m. 
Mest @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., $15 


30 


Men’s Ice Hockey 
vs. LMU @ Glacial 
Garden, 9 p.m., $2 


Men’s Volleyball vs. 
Alberta @ The Pyramid, 
time TBA 


Reel Big Fish @ HOB 
Sunset 7 p.m., $20 


10 


Women’s Basketball 
vs. UC Davis @ The 
Pyramid, 5 p.m. 


17 


Men’s Basketball vs. 
CS Northridge @ The 
Pyramid, 4:05 p.m. 
Unwritten Law @ 
Roxy Theatre, 8 p.m., 
$21.50 


24 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. UC Riverside @ 
The Pyramid, 7:05 


Mm. 
Moving Units @ The 
Glass House, 7 p.m., 
$20 


31 


Women’s Basketball 
vs. UC Irvine @ The 
Pyramid, 5 p.m. 
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Minus The Bear 


ARMED WITH A PLETHORA OF IDEAS and a sustaining great work ethic, 
Seattle, Wash.’s Minus the Bear is responsible for crafting some of the 
most technical and innovative music in the current indie rock scene. Its 
inventive and sometimes mellow album “Menos El Oso” put them on the 
musical map followed by their 2007 release, “Planet of Ice,” where the 
band evolved into a unit and had finally written its “masterpiece.” Currently 
on a headlining tour with Annuals, Bassist Cory Murchy took sometime to 
talk to about his band’s newly found collaborative writing approach, its cur- 
rent tour, the future of the ensemble’s direction and the next chapter. 


A Rocket to the Moon 


ICK SANTINO, MASSACHUSETTS’ NATIVE AND SOLO ARTIST in the band 
A Rocket to the Moon, brings us to hear the captivating, flawless voice in his 
acoustic- like pop/rock sound. Though new to the professional music scene, A 
Rocket to the Moon's polished sound makes us believe that it has been around 
or years since recently joining the Decaydence & Fueled By Ramen label, 

Now with the release of a talented EP and the band's first album drop- 
ping mid-next year, Santino, who is on tour with Cute Is What We Aim For, 
Secondhand Serenade and Automatic Loveletter, spoke to DIG about 
becoming part of the label's family, the band’s success and where he finds 
inspiration for his music. 


Forgive Durden 


MOST MUSICIANS GIVE THEIR FANS SOME SORT OF INSIGHT into 

what inspired each song they write. Some come from personal experi- 
ence, others from a political perspective; but Thomas Dutton, the now sole 
member and brainchild of Seattle, Wash.’s, Forgive Durden, took his love 
of musicals, the art of theater and the elements of music to be the main 
ingredients that fueled his highly ambitious sophomore album, “Razia’s 
Shadow: A Musical,” which features guest appearances from fellow scene 
members like Brendon Urie (Panic at the Disco), Max Bemis (Say Anything), 
and Chris Conley (Saves the Day), among others. DIG caught up with Dut- 
ton while he was driving through L.A. to talk about his new creation. 


Forgive Durden, A Rocket to the Moon: Courtesy of Fueled 
by Ramen Records. Minus The Bear: Bryan Sheffield 
Courtesy of Suicide Squeeze 
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